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County Office Message

Merry Christmas Lincoln County producers! Your local FSA staff would like
nothing more than to continue working with you in person, however due to
recent Covid statistics, our office is now back to restricting in-person visits
to all Service Centers in Wyoming. Our staff is still available to assist via
telephone, email, and mail. We also have a drop box outside our office
door for you convenience in returning documents.

In exciting news, our office welcomed a new temporary Program Techni-
cian in November. Josey Carter is a student at BYU-Idaho in Rexburg,
studying Accounting. She is assisting during her available time and has al-
ready become a great asset to our office.

DROUGHT- Lincoln County has qualified for LFP payments for 2020. This
is based on physical location of the land, eligible livestock and general eli-
gibility requirements such as having filed an annual crop report (CCC-578).
Deadline to apply for LFP benefits is January 30, 2021. If you operate on
eligible land and want to apply, please call the office to get on the list.

Upcoming Deadlines/Important Dates
December 11 - CFAP 2 Application Deadline
December 11 - DMC Application Deadline
December 25 - Christmas Day- Office Closed
January 1 - New Year’s Day—Office Closed
January 30 - LFP Application Deadline

Direct 1.250%
Farm Ownership Loans —

Direct 2.375%
Farm Ownership Loans — o
Direct Down Payment, 1.500%
Emergency Loans 2.250%
Farm Storage Facility

Loans 0.625%
(7 years)

Commodity Loans 1996- 1.125%

Present

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so re-
member to keep them updated.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you've
suffered excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible
natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to pro-
vide verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse
weather event and must submit a notice of loss to you local FSA office within 30
calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses,
you must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of
when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts.

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records
including:

¢ Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock.
e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact Dee Harbach at 307-886-9001,

extension 2, or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Apply for Livestock Forage Losses

Producers in Lincoln County are eligible to apply for 2020 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on native pas-
ture. Lincoln County qualifies for one month of payment (a payment equal to 60% of the monthly feed cost of the claimed
eligible livestock).

LFP provides compensation to eligible producers that suffered grazing losses by covered livestock due to drought on pri-
vately owned, cash leased land or federally managed land.

Applying for LFP benefits requires a certified crop report on the eligible pasture, copies of applicable leases, and a certifica-
tion of livestock that grazed or would normally have grazed eligible pasture in Lincoln County during 2020.

You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later than January 30, 2021, for 2020 losses.

: For additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact your Lincoln County USDA Service
: Center at 307-886-9001 ext 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Launches New Farmers.gov Features to Help Farmers Hire Workers

employment of H-2A workers.

USDA’s goal is to help farmers navigate the complex H-2A program that is administered by Department of Labor, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and the State Department so hiring a farm worker is an easier process.

The primary new H-2A features on Farmers.gov include:

e Areal-time dashboard that enables farmers to track the status of their eligible employer application and visa applica-
tions for temporary nonimmigrant workers;

e Streamlining the login information so if a farmer has an existing login.gov account they can save multiple applications
tracking numbers for quick look-up at any time;

e Enables easy access to the Department of Labor’s (DOL) Foreign Labor Application Gateway (FLAG);

dication of temporary labor certification applications;

Allowing for farmers to access all application forms on-line.

All information can be found at www.farmers.gov/manage/h2a.

portal where customers can apply for programs, process transactions and manage accounts. With feedback from custom-
ers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, itera-

right, and feed everyone.

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced new features on the farmers.gov website designed to help facilitate the

e Allows farmers to track time-sensitive actions taken in the course of Office of Foreign Labor Certification’s (OFLC) adju-

In 2018, Secretary Perdue unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an authenticated

tive process to deliver the greatest immediate value to America’s agricultural producers — helping farmers and ranchers do

: USDA to Open Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program and CRP Grasslands in Early 2021
: USDA today announced the 2021 signup periods for general Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and CRP Grasslands

= offers. General signup for CRP will be open from January 4, 2021 to February 12, 2012; signup for CRP Grasslands runs from
= March 15, 2021 to April 23, 2021. Both programs are competitive and provide annual rental payments for land devoted to

= conservation purposes.

RP and the many focused programs that come under it, like CRP Grasslands, are some of the most critical tools to help

ble resources. Next year’s signup gives farmers and ranchers an opportunity to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue
= their participation for another term.

C
producers better manage their operations while conserving natural resources. CRP has proven to protect the Nation’s valu-
a
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Farmers,gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information on USDA farm loans that
may best fit their operations.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations. From buying land
to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better understand
their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple questions about what
they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive
information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provid-
ed.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to receiving a
loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on micro-
loans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of
loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” button. Follow the
prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The
tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mo-
bile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an authenticated portal
where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to information that can help
their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their
loan information, history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the site also offers a
Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster
assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

For more information, contact your Lincoln County USDA Service Center at 307-248-0399 or visit farmers.gov.

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to help you build or upgrade
storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain,
pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, flori-
culture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems
that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facil-
ities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between $50,000 and $100,000 may require addi-
tional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a diverse range of
farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-
traditional farm products, and underserved producers.
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USDA Farm Service Agency
Lincoln County Office

PO Box 369

Afton, WY 83110

Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products

It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of State's Office to determine if
there are liens against the Seller of the product. If a lien is found you are required to place the lien holders name on the
check as well as that of the Seller. Ag Products include but are not limited to: livestock (including horses), crops used for
feed (hay, silage, oats, etc.), machinery, equipment and all other crops. Failure to place the lien holder's name on the
check may result in civil legal action being taken against the Buyer of the product. Protect yourself as a Buyer! You
may contact the Secretary of State's Office at 1-307-777-7311.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or

Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).




